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Elections Modernization RFI Posted 

Our modernization Request for Information (RFI) 16-04 posted last week, as planned. 
And there has been talk of our RFI across the country! You can access it on the OSOS 
Current Procurements website; ongoing updates will be made available there. The 
Q&A period is off to a good start with vendor questions rolling in.  
 
On November 10, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., we will host a vendor conference to 
provide an overview of the RFI and our project plans. You are welcome to attend the 
conference by phone or in-person. If interested, please RSVP with Project Manager 
Stephanie Goebel. 

  

Get Your Boost! 

If you missed the fun last week, click through this Booster Quiz and test your 
understanding of election administration for the Presidential Primary. Please share 
with everyone on staff who attended the Regional Training Workshops in September 
--and boost learning retention! 

  

Balloting & Security 

Questions about write-in voting? Ballots returned electronically? Unsigned ballots or 
mismatched signatures? See the "Balloting & Security" section of our Clearinghouse 
Notices & Elections Advisories for answers related to these topics . . . and more! 
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Voter Intent | Our Guiding Principle 

"The State of Washington has a firm policy of making every effort to count each valid 
vote. We are a 'voter intent' state and voters are not disenfranchised merely because 
they mark a ballot differently than directed. Simply stated, when voter intent can be 
discerned, the vote will be counted."  
-- Kim Wyman, Secretary of State 
  
Provide your County Canvassing Board with the following resources available on the 
Administrators tab: 

 Introduction to County Canvassing Boards  
 Voter Intent:Statewide Standards on What is a Vote 

  

Spring Election Deadlines 

2015 Legislation changed several deadlines for spring elections only--please share 
these changes with your local districts.  

 Deadlines for placing measures on a spring election ballot have increased 
from 46 days to 60 days. For the upcoming February Special, districts must 
submit a resolution no later than December 11.  

 Jurisdictions must appoint local voters' pamphlet pro/con committee 
members by the resolution deadline.  

 Certification Day takes place 10 days following a special election, 14 days after 
a primary, and 21 days after a general election. 

 See our useful chart, New Spring Special Election Deadlines, and the OSOS Elections' 
Calendar. 

  

October is Cyber Security Awareness Month 

 
President Obama and Governor Inslee designated October as Cyber Security 
Awareness Month. Cyber Security Awareness Month is designed to engage and 
educate public and private sector partners through events and initiatives with the 
goal of raising awareness about cyber security, and increasing the resiliency of the 
nation in the event of a cyber incident.  
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Each week of October, EIS will be providing you with a new security tip in 
the Washington State Elections Weekly to help keep you safe online:  
 
EIS Security Tip #3: Never leave your devices unattended. 
 
When leaving your computer, phone, or tablet, lock it up or log out so no one can 
use it while you're away. If you keep sensitive information on a flash drive or 
external hard drive, make sure to lock it up as well. Malware can be installed on a 
device without your knowledge in seconds, and can lay dormant until it recognizes 
another device. Malware can be spread through infected computers, flash drives, 
external hard drives, and even smartphones. So when a device becomes 
compromised, it can infect other devices connected to it. 
  
Check with your county IT department for additional advice, and approved services 
and applications to ensure a secure work environment. 
  

  

 

View previous editions of Washington State Elections Weekly. 
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